HARVEST OF BOYHOOD
numerous Colleges affiliated to the Universities. In practice., a large number of students stop their education at this point For this reason the old Entrance Examination has been partly replaced by what Is called the School Final Examination. This Is specially provided for those pupils who wish to go on no further, but desire to obtain the hall-mark of a certificate by which they can enter the numerous clerical appointments for which the recruitment is by the test of general examinations. Practically, as regards the amount of knowledge required, the School Final and the Entrance Examinations are of the same value.
By the time the pupil reaches this stage, he
has spent about ten years of his student life. In a large number of cases it takes fifteen years to reach that stage. If the pupil started at seven, he will reach that stage at from seventeen to twenty-two years of age.
How does he compare with a pupil of equal age in the West? He has a smattering of his own language, but he is very little acquainted with its literature. He has had a glimpse into one of the Oriental classical languages, or possibly into Latin or Greek, but not enough to enable him to do an unseen passage, or to turn out even mechanical verses, such as those at which Public School boys try their hand in Europe. His knowledge of the sciences is of a wonderfully scanty description. If, indeed, he can be said to